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illustrated. 1856 Excerpt: ... INTRODUCTION. Let me premise, by way of introduction, that the ensuing pages lay
no claim to the character of a scientific treatise on the subject of Marine Zoology, nor are they a monograph on
the genus indicated by the title-page. They are not, therefore, addressed to professed naturalists, but to that
section of amateur ramblers about our English coasts who take a pleasure in noticing every form of beauty
which they may encounter in their wanderings. And | am desirous of saying a few plain words about
seaanemones to such an audience for the following reasons: --In the first place, the sea-anemones are objects
of exceeding beauty, both of form and colour; they have always been compared (and do not suffer by the
comparison) with the most gorgeous and delicate flowers of our woods and gardens--with the frail wind-
crumpled anemone--the stately dahlia--and the many-tinted chrysanthemum. Poets have sung their praises,
and strong-minded naturalists in speaking of them have for the nonce risen above B the shackled routine of
their ordinary scientific descriptions. Next, they may be obtained by a very small amount of labour and
research: there are few rocktracks between the tide-levels which will not afford a harvest to an explorer of
ordinary observation. Further, they may be kept in the drawing-room or the study without trouble or
annoyance, and may be carried away to our country-houses as a permanent memorial of our visit to the sea-
side. So, too, they form an excellent...
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