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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1909 edition. Excerpt: . itself in marble or in bronze, but thought and passion and
spirituality are theirs also---a.re theirs, indeed, alone. There is nothing so absolutely pathetic as a really fine
paradox. The pun is the clown among jokes, the well-turned paradox is the polished comedian, and the highest
comedy verges upon tragedy, just as the keenest edge of tragedy is oHen tempered by a subtle humour. Our
minds are shot with moods as a fabric is shot with colours, and our moods oHen seem inappropriate.
Everything that is true is inappropriate. The longer one studies life and literature the more strongly one feels
that behind everything that is wonderful stands the individual, and that it is not the moment that makes the
man but the man who creates the age. It is a sad thing to think of, but there is no doubt that genius lasts longer
than beauty. That accounts for the fact that we all take such pains to over-educate ourselves. The ugly and the
stupid have the best of it in this world. They can sit at their ease and gape at the play. If they know nothing of
victory, they are at least spared the knowledge of defeat. To have a capacity for a passion and not to realise it is
to make oneself incomplete and limited. In literature mere egotism is delightful. If we live for aims we blunt our
emotions. If we live for aims we live for one...
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