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One of the most commonly occurring and most noticeable changes in the properties of matter is that which
proceeds when a piece of wood, or a candle, or a quantity of oil burns. The solid wood, or candle, or the liquid
oil slowly disappears, and this disappearance is attended with the visible formation of flame. Even the heavy
fixed metals, tin or lead, may be caused to burn; light is produced, a part of the metal seems to disappear, and
a white (or reddish) solid, very different from the original metal, remains. The process of burning presents all
those peculiarities which are fitted to strike an observer of the changes of Nature; that is, which are fitted to
strike a chemist-for chemistry has always been recognized as having for its object to explain the changes which
matter undergoes. The chemists of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries werel[.].
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