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Summary: "Maggie Shipstead is an outrageously gifted writer, and her assured first novel, Seating
Arrangements , is by turns hilarious and deeply moving." -Richard Russo, author of That Old Cape Magic "
Seating Arrangements is bursting with perfectly observed characters and unforgettable scenes. This gorgeous,
wise, funny, sprawling novel about family, fidelity, and social class, is the best book I've read in ages." -Courtney
Sullivan, author of Maine "A pitch-perfect debut from a master storyteller, Seating Arrangements is a rich and
deep work: a smart, consuming novel that manages also to be delightfully funny. A romp of a book, with
whales and weddings and wealth, it is, at its heart, a warning against the empty seductions of status and
exclusivity." -Justin Torres, author of We the Animals "Smart and frothyBeneath the surface of this summery
romp lie animosities, well-paced sexual suspense and a clash between appearances and authenticitywaltzlike."
- New York Times Book Review "A sophisticated summer romp.Shipstead's weave of wit and observation
continually delights. | wouldn't be surprised if someday she trades her Lilly Pulitzer for something from Joseph
Pulitzer." - Washington Post "Whipsmart and engaging.the best kind of smart beach read." - O Magazine
"Dead-on delightfula champagne-fueled, saltwater-scented comedy of upper-crust New England manners and
mores." - National Geographic Traveler "Irresistible [and] joyously good." - Daily Mail (UK) "Elegant,
delightfulShipstead's sentences simmer and crackle on the page." - San Francisco Chronicle "This is one of
those rare debut novels that neither forsakes plot for language nor language for plot. It is gratifying on every
scaleThe novel is teeming with the sort of casual philosophizing that encourages passage-underlining and
earnest recommendation." - The Boston Globe "Funny and dark and poignant-sometimes all at once.
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