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illustrated. 1901 Excerpt: . . . occasions, instead of going to his home, remained in the building of the West
Michigan Furniture Company which was situated in close proximity to the storehouse of the leather company.
There was no evidence in the case that on the night in question he committed any crime other than entering the
warehouse, but the petition of his father, who is a respected citizen of Holland and who has lived there for fiHy-
one years, states that he was never arrested for any crime, but was once arrested for being intoxicated in
company with others. I think the sentence was excessive and in view of the petition before referred to, signed by
one hundred citizens of Holland and in view of the fact that the prisoner has served about one year in the State
prison and has suJiciently atoned for his failing, I believe a pardon should be granted. Henry Stewart Was
convicted in the circuit court of Wayne county of the crime of murder. He was sentenced October 6, 1869, to
Jackson prison for life. I pardoned him December 27, 1900. My reasons for this action are embodied in the
pardon, and are as follows: He was convicted upon wholly circumstantial evidence as is shown by the following
statement, which is a fair outline of the evidence in the case: That on the 15th day of September, A. D. 1809, one
John Willits was murdered in the bedroom of his house in the city of...
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