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indexed. Not illustrated. 1808 Excerpt: .they tread upon is made of shreds of laws, enacted, broken to shivers,
lying one upon another in heaps, unabrogated, unremoved: --a carpet, than which none was ever softer, to thi
foot of a corrupt or partial Judge. But of this among the Omissa. All this while, if by Pleadings are to be
understood demand, with particulars and grounds of demand, on one side--admissions or defences, with
grounds of defence on the other--think not, my Lord, that if it depended upon me, Written Pleadings would be
no more. On the contrary, printing, where properly managed, being a cheaper i 2 mode mode of writing, great
and constant use would be made of them: though, unfortunately for their reception, upon such terms as would
be of little use to Pleaders. But, my Lord, without a body of substantive law to stand upon, a system of pleading
is a superstructure without a foundation. Without this basis, an edifice fit for any better purpose than that of a
labyrinth, for harpies to burrow and fatten in upon the blood of suitors, is an impossible work: --on this basis,
foundation and superstructure together, comparatively an easy one: --but of this in the Facienda. Yes, my Lord:
speak the word, and a hody of law, with a system of Pleading raised upon it, you shall have. Comyns, title
Pleader, shall be taken into the Laboratory, It shall be thrown into the roasting furnace; the arsenic, 60 per cent,
will fly off...
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